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Growth  strategies  mulled  at  conference 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 


For  today's  busy  Baptist  layman,  church 
staffer,  or  pastor,  having  a  conference  that 
offers  "one-stop  shopping"  is  a  real  plus.  The 
annual  Growing  Healthy  Churches  Through 
Disdpleship  is  just  such  a  conference. 

Sponsored  by  the  Disdpleship  and 
Family  Ministry  Department  (DFM)  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
(MBCB)  and  funded  by  gifts  to  the 
Mississippi  Cooperative  Program,  the  con¬ 
ference  was  held  this  year  at  Gulfshore 
Assembly  in  Pass  Christian  om  July  24-26. 

According  to  Harvey  Ellis,  DFM  consul¬ 
tant  and  conference  coordinator,  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  conference  is  to  "encourage  and 
challenge  churches  to  grow.  We  wanted  to 
let  them  know  that  their  churches  could 
grow  if  they  aren't  growing,  or  to  give 
them  some  specific  ways  they  can  grow  in 
new  areas  if  they  are  growing.  We  wanted 
to  offer  them  growth  strategies  in  areas 
such  as  Sunday  School,  disdpleship,  evan¬ 
gelism,  women's  ministry,  recreation  — 
just  a  variety  of  different  areas." 

To  accomplSKThis,  the  three-day  con¬ 
ference  provided  a  wide  variety  of  leaders 
and  conferences  that  included  sessions  on 
mentoring,  senior  adult  ministry,  media 
library,  student  ministry,  leadership,  bal¬ 
loon  sculpture  and  illusion,  money  man¬ 
agement,  and  other  areas. 

Leaders  with  expertise  in  those  areas 
came  from  Mississippi,  Tennessee, 
Alabama,  and  Louisiana.  Additionally, 
Bible  study  and  special  activities  were 
offered  for  preschoolers,  children,  and 
youth.  The  schedule  also  included  two 
conference-wide  worship  services,  with 
one  session  featuring  a  concert  by  the 
Annie  Moses  Band.  Tne  other  session  fea¬ 
tured  the  junior  high  Mississippi  Bible 
Drill  Tournament  finalists  and  the 
Mississippi  Speakers  Tournament  finalists. 


Church,  Columbia,  demon- 

at  Gulfshore  Assembly  iu  Ftiss  Christian  on  July  24-26.  (BR  photo  by  Tony  Martin) 

Approximately  225  attended  the  confer-  Matt  Buckles,  director  pf  pastor/leader- 


Approximately  225  attended  the  confer¬ 
ence.  ’’Next  year  will  be  a  little  different," 
Ellis  said.  "It  will  hit  hard  in  the  areas  deal¬ 
ing  specifically  with  Sunday  School,  disd¬ 
pleship,  and  women's  ministry /Woman's 
Missionary  Union." 

Ellis  said  conference  planners  look  for 
experts  —  those  who  are  "doing  it  right" 
—  as  leaders.  "For  instance,  we  invited 
Gregg  Thomas,  pastor  at  Parkway  Church 
in  Houston,  to  lead  in  small  group  disci- 
pleship.  For  a  pastor  looking  at  growing  a 
church  from  a  disdpleship  perspective, 
here's  someone  who  is  effective.  Ronald 
Meeks,  a  professor  at  Blue  Mountain 
College,  did  a  conference  on  'Don’t  be  the 
caboose  on  the  disdpleship  train.’" 


Matt  ouciues,  director  pf  pastor/ leader¬ 
ship  development  at  MdCB,  worked 
specifically  with  pastors  and  deacons  dur¬ 
ing  the  conference,  with  40  to  50  conferees 
attending  his  sessions,  Ellis  noted. 

"We  even  had  a  conference  dealing  with 
clowning,"  Ellis  said.  ’We  wanted  to  show 
there  were  different  ways  to  do  ministry 
and  help  grow  the  church.  We  try  to  avoid 
the  'same  old,  same  old.'" 

The  2004  Growing  Churches  conference 
will  be  at  Gulfshore  Assembly  on  July  29- 
31.  For  more  informationon,  contact  Ellis  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  292-3284  or  toll-free  out¬ 
side  Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  284.  E- 
mail:  hgellis@mbcb.org. 
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blocks  that  had  been  preventing  them 
from  reaching  the  lost  people  with  whom 
they  came  to  share  the  Good  News. 

As  captivating  as  those  stories  are,  we 
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lowers  of  Jesus  Christ  are  all  called  to  be 
missionaries  —  to  take  seriously  our  Lord 
and  Savior's  command  in  Matthew  28:18- 
20.  We  may  not  have  as  many  swashbuck¬ 
ling  tales  as  the  "full-time'' missionaries 
who  serve  on  the  other  side  of  the  globe, 
but  we  can  find  ways  to  make 
known  our  Christianity  in  whatev¬ 
er  condition  we  find  ourselves. 

Several  examples  have  arisen 
from  the  massive  electrical  grid  fail¬ 
ure  on  August  14  that  blackened  vir¬ 
tually  all  of  the  northeast  U.S.  and 
large  swaths  of  Canada.  Christians 
found  ways  to  minister  to  people 
and  share  the  Good  News  with  the 
lost  people  all  around  them.  Some 
were  simple  acts  of  kindness  that 
came  to  have  broad  impact,  as 
reported  by  Baptist  Press. 

H.  Lisa  Chilson-Rose,  director  of 
I  volunteers  at  Metropolitan  New 

Jr*  York  Association,  said  a  mission 

team  from  Browncroft  Church  in 
Rochester,  N.Y.,  was  at  the  associa¬ 
tion  office  when  the  power  went  out. 

"Part  of  our  dilemma  was  that  every- 


UNPOWERED  EXODUS  —  Thousands  of  New  Yorkers  stream  out  of  Manhattan  on  Aug. 
1 4  after  a  major  power  outage  surprised  people  in  the  northeastern  United  States  and  south¬ 
east  Canada.  Mississippi  Baptists  spent  months  in  New  York  City  after  the  terrorist  attacks  of 
9/11,  helping  the  city  and  its  people  recover.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  Zuma  Press) 


er  and  gave  them  out  to  people  on  the 
street  as  they  were  going  by. 

"People  were  very  shocked  and  pleas¬ 
antly  surprised.  They  got  a  chance  to  share 
with  die  people  as  they  were  giving  out  the 
icy  pops.  So  they  were  able  to  do  a  little 
mission  work  while  we  were  waiting  to  see 
what  was  going  oh,"  Chilton-Rose  said. 

She  also  tPld  Baptist  Press  how 
encouraging  it  was  to  know  so  many 
Christians  around  the  country  were 
praying  for  New  Yorkers. 

"This  morning  (August  15)  I  was  check¬ 
ing  my  e-mail  and  lots  of  people  have  writ- 


2've  followed  with  more 
than  casual  interest  die  saga 
of  Alabama  Chief  Justice 
Roy  Moore  and  his  display  of  die 
Ten  Commandments  m  the 
Alabama  Judicial  Building.  Being 
a  native  Alabamian  and  a 
Christian,  I've  found  several  ele¬ 
ments  of  this  debate  intriguing. 

One  issue  harks  to  that  old 
hoary  debate  of  "separation  of 
church  and  state."  As  I  read 
Amendment  I  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  I  find  this  phrase: 
"Congress  shall  make  no  law 
respecting  an  establishment  of 
religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free 
exercise  thereof..."  Pemaps  I'm 
missing  something  basic  here, 
but  Amendment  I  seems  to  man¬ 
date  that  die  state  will  not  coerce 
any  belief  or  dogma  on  anyone. 
I'm  for  that.  So,  does  a  display  of 
the  Ten  Commandments  coerce 
belief  on  anyone?  Is  it  coercive  to 
gaze  upon  the  monument  in 
question? 

Although  die  monument  is  in 
plain  view,  no  one  is  required  to 
read  or  recite  them.  It  doesn't 
seem  reasonable  to  require 
removal  of  a  passive  monument 
involving  no  compulsion, 
because  its  accepted  precepts  as  a 
foundation  for  law  reflect  die  reli- 


The  Baptist  Record  - 


we  really  appreciate  the  prayers  from 
around  die  country.  God  was  certainly 
with  us  through  the  night.  I  knew  there 
were  certain  people  who  were  praying  for 
us,  but  it  was  nice  to  get  those  e-mails  to 
know  others  were  too. 

Far  to  the  west  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
Baptist  Press  reported  that  the  power  out¬ 
age  provided  Christians  with  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  minister  through  similar  acts  of 
kindness,  according  to  Bob  Mackeypastor 
of  Parma  Church  and  moderator  of  Greater 
Cleveland  Association. 

Mackey  lost  power  at  both  his  church 
and  his  home  shortly  after  4  p.m. 
Thursday.  By  6  a.m.  Friday,  the  church  had 


regained  power  ana  Degan  to  open  its 
doors  for  Cleveland-area  residents  who 
were  without  air  conditioning  in  their 


Guest  Opinion:  I 

Pull  'Em 

All  Down! 

■I 

By  Tony  Martin,  Associate  Editor 

fious  nature  of  our  Founding 
a  there.  How  can  a  static  display 
of  the  Ten  Commandments 
"establish  a  religion?"  An  inani¬ 
mate  object  has  no  power  to 
coerce  anyone  to  do  anything. 

The  second  argument  I've 
heard  is  that  no  religious  doc¬ 
ument  or  icon  has  a  place  on 
government  (tax-supported) 
grounds.  Well,  I  remember  in 
school  having  to  read  Greek, 
Norse,  and  Roman  mytholo¬ 
gy.  I  don't  remember  a  whole 
lot  of  it,  frankly. 

I  do  remember  Vulcan,  die 
Roman  god  of  smiths  and  metal¬ 
workers.  Today  in  Birmingham, 
there's  a  heroic  statue  of  Vulcan 
perched  high  atop  a  pedestal  on 
Red  Mountain.  Ifl'm  not  mistak¬ 
en,  dial's  public  land.  So  here  we 


have  a  religious  symbol  in  the 
form  of  an  ancient  deity  dis¬ 
played  for  the  world  to  see,  but  I 
haven't  heard  any  clamor  to  pull 
him  down. 

In  Nashville,  there's  a  replica 
of  the  ancient  Parthenon,  and 
inside  there's  a  statue  of  the 
Greek  goddess  Athena.  The 
Parthenon  is  on  public  land,  but 
no  one  seems  to  mind  this  reli¬ 
gious  symbol  being  displayed. 

Just  because  these  pagan 
deities  exist  on  public  land,  I  reel 
no  compulsion  to  worship  them 
or  to  pay  diem  homage.  Just 
because  I  don't  worship  them 
doesn't  mean  that  they  aren't 
representative  of  a  once-thriving 
belief  system.  If  we  are  to 
remove  die  Ten  Commandments 
from  public  land,  then  let's  go 


"We're  Christians.  We  have  a  lot  of  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  Lord,"  Mackey  said. 

Many  Mississippi  Baptists  have  a  spe¬ 
cial  place  in  their  nearts  and  prayers  for 
New  Yorkers,  because  they  spent  so  much 
time  in  the  city  after  the  9/11  terrorist 
attacks  working  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Unit. 

Perhaps  Mississippi  Baptists'  many  acts 
of  simple  kindness  during  that  time 
rubbed  off  on  the  notoriously  sullen  New 
Yorkers,  who  treated  their  fellow  citizens 
with  great  dignity  and  kindness  during 
this  latest  blackout.  Such  wasn't  the  case  in 
the  two  previous  blackouts  in  New  York 
City  in  the  '60s  and  '70s. 

Maybe  such  stories  will  convince  us 
that  we  should  all  act  like  Christians  more 
often.  After  all,  that's  what  we've  been 
called  to  do,  so  let's  get  busy! 


around  the  country  and  pull 
down  all  references  to  all  reli¬ 
gions  on  public  property. 

We  can't  have  Bibles  in  pub¬ 
lic  libraries,  now  can  we? 
Someone  might  accidentally  — 
gasp!  —  read  it.  We  certainly 
can't  display  die  Declaration  of 
Independence.  It  has  several  ref¬ 
erences  to  God,  so  that  makes  it 
a  religious  document,  right? 

Ludicrous.  Would  people  who 
are  apparently  offended  by  die 
Ten  Commandments  be  as 
offended  if  die  display  was  of 
Hammurabi's  Code,  or  the  Laws 
of  die  Five  Nations?  Is  it  just  the 
Judeo-Christian  link  that  offends, 
or  die  content?  I  think  that's  die 
crux  of  the  matter. 

I'd  imagine  our  Founding 


I  d  imagine  our  rounding 
Fathers  would  be  highly  amused 
by  this  debate.  Patriot  Henry, 
who  had  a  thine  or  two  to  say 
about  liberty  ana  freedom,  said, 
"It  cannot  be  emphasized  too 
strongly  or  too  often  that  this 
great  nation  was  founded,  not  by 
religionists,  but  by  /Christians; 
not  on  religions,  but  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ.  For  this  very  reason 
peoples  of  other  faiths  have  been 
afforded  asylum,  prosperity,  and 
freedom  of  worship  here." 

I  rest  my  case. 


-August  21, 2003 


^  V 


IMB:  massive  missionary  increase  needed 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  — 

Southern  Baptists  need  to 
increase  their  overseas  mis¬ 
sionary  force  by  at  least  one- 
half  to  even  begin  engaging  all 
the  lost  in  the  world,  accord¬ 
ing  to  leaders  of  International  sending  fewer 
Mission  Board  (IMB)  work  in  -  W!- 

15  regions  of  the  world, 


news  of  God's  love  unless  Jesus  Christ  known  among  all  The  group  also  decided  to  rec- 
someone  comes  and  tells  them,  peoples  will  not  change.  ommend  that  any  funds  above 

"The  challenge  we  face  is  budgeted  income  that  might 

World  still  lost  how  to  best  use  limited  become  available  in  2003  or  2004 

"This  is  not  a  time  when  resources  and  remain  focused  be  applied  to  sending  more 

Southern  Baptists  should  be  on  our  vision  of  leading  workers.  Two-thirds  of  those 

•  missionaries,"  Southern  Baptists  to  be  on  mis-  funds  would  be  directed  toward 

Rankin,  a  Mississippi  native  sion  with  God  to  bring  all  the  sending  long-term  personnel 

■peoples  of  the  world  to  sav-  (career,  associate,  apprentice), 

mg  faith  in  Jesus  Christ. "  while  one- third  would  be  appro- 

Southem  Baptist  church-  priated  for  sending  short-term 

es  are  giving  larger  amounts  workers  (International  Service 

each  year  through  the  Corps,  journeymen,  masters). 

Cooperative  Program  uni-  The  regional  leaders  also 
fied  budget  and  the  Lottie  agreed  on  how  the  limited 

Moon  Christmas  Offering  number  of  positions  for  new 

for  International  Missions,  workers  available  in  2004  will 

but  the  number  of  church  be  divided  among  the  15 

members  coming  forward  regions  and  discussed  ways  to 

for  missionary  service  has  ensure  that  new  personnel  are 

been  growing  even  faster.  placed  in  the  most  strategic 
To  stay  within  the  sup-  field  assignments, 

port  provided  by  tne 
churches,  the  board  is  delay-  •  ^ 

ing  100  long-term  mission- 
ary  candidates  and  reducing 
the  number  of  short-term  /  ^ 

workers  this  year  by  30%. 

The  regional  leaders 
decided  to  convene  the  sum- 
mit  to  evaluate  the  impact  of 
budget  reductions  and  per¬ 
sonnel  limitations  on  the  "Our  decisions  were  shaped 
board's  global  strategy.  Their  by  our  shared  vision,  values  and 

unocu/iTMccccc  a-.nt;ctc  purpose  was  to  develop  pri-  view  of  the  future,"  said  Phil 

MORE  WITNESSES  Southern  Baptists  oritfesthat,  in  light  of  the  Templin,  who  leads  work  in  the 

need  a  missionary  force  of  at  least  8,500  Qf  the  missions  task,  board's  Middle  America  region, 

to  seriously  engage  the  lost  in  the  worlds  wou]^  guide  board  decisions.  "While  economics  precipitated 
urban  centers  and  unreached  peoples  ^  **  discussions,  it  diS  not  deter- 

groups,  according  to  International  Mission  Refocused  vision  mine  our  decisions.  Our  primary 

Board  leaders,  n  the  Ph°t°'  ,u,rll<le'?.t''  "We  want  to  express  our  focus  is  establishing  reproducing 

fied  Southern  Baptist  worker  (left)  in  a  dis-  sincere  appreciation  for  our  churches  among  unreached  peo- 
tant  land  relays  the  Gospel.  (BP  p  ot  missinnarv  rnlleaeues.  home  oles  and  unreached  meeacities. 


BAPTISTS 


The  regional  leaders  and 
senior  IMB  administrators 
reached  that  conclusion 
during  an  early  August 
meeting  entitled  Global 
Strategy  Summit,  at  the 
board's  Missionary  Learn¬ 
ing  Center  near  IMB  head¬ 
quarters  in  Richmond,  Va. 

"We  realize  this  is  a 
tremendous  challenge," 
IMB  President  Jerry 
Rankin  said.  "We  have 
in  recent  months  had  to 
slow  down  the  flow  of 
missionaries  going  over¬ 
seas  so  we  can  stay  with¬ 
in  the  financial  support 
provided  by  the  church¬ 
es,  but  our  hearts  are 
burdened  by  the  over¬ 
whelming  lostness  of 
our  world." 

The  slowdown  in  mis¬ 
sionary  appointments 
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and  graduate  of  Baptist-affiliat-  ers  who  have  prayed  for  this  function  of  training  and  cc 
ed  Mississippi  College  in  summit,"  said  Rodney  Hammer,  nadng  to  foster  church-pla 
Clinton.  "The  lostness  of  our  who  leads  work  in  me  board's  movements  in  the  greatest 
world  is  undiminished.  Central  and  Eastern  Europe  centra tions  qf  lostness. 
Christ's  mandate  is  still  for  us  region.  "Throughout  our  discus-  "As  missionaries,  our  pa 
to  make  disciples  of  all  peoples,  sions  and  prayer  times,  we  expe-  to  take  the  Gospel  to  all  pe 
And  our  mission  of  malcing  rienced  a  deep  sense  of  unity.  supercedes  our  personal 

■■  j.u  j,;.  ■  "We  came  to  this  meeting  and  regional  identi 

(I  not  knowing  what  the  Lora  Templin  said.  "We  are  foe 
s  was  going  to  do  among  us.  We  on  tne  goal  of  impacting  los 
I  depart  in  one  accord,  knowing  and  are  committed  to  organ 
dkk  I  that  the  Lord  has  refocused  our  work  in  the  most  efft 
VKfiU-  |  our  vision  and  guided  us  to  way  to  accomplish  that  goa 

|Bm  specific  decisions  that  we  - 

sr  fj  pray  will  honor  Him."  •  Pray  for  and/or  an  unen- 

fem  |  The  need  for  at  least  8,500  people  group:  htto://wwu>.im 
|  missionaries  to  seriously  engage  CompassionNet/Unengagedt 
f  I  the  lost  of  urban  centers  and  .asp  b  http://www.imb.org 
|  unreached  peoples  groups  was  pplink.asp. 

1  one  of  the  conclusions  the  group  •  Learn  more  about 
(  |  reached.  The  number  was  based  unreached  people  gr 

I  on  research  conducted  in  each  http://wxvw.tconline.org/neu 
iddk  I  region  prior  to  the  meeting.  frontier /tukulor.html. 
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The  Baptist  Record  is  always 
on  the  lookout  for  talented 
Sunday  School  lesson  writers. 
No  curriculum  writing  experi¬ 
ence  is  necessary;  all  that  is 
needed  are  the  abilities  to  write 
to  specifications  and  meet  pub¬ 
lishing  deadlines.  The  Baptist 
Record  and  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources  provide  lesson  out¬ 
lines,  editorial  assistance,  and  a 
small  stipend. 

Interested  parties  may  con¬ 
tact  Tony  Martin,  Associate 
Editor,  The  Baptist  Record,  at 
P.o.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  Telephone;  (601) 
292-3247  or  toll-free  outside 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext. 
21 7.  E-mail:  tmartin@mbcb.org. 


Preliminary  discussions  show  little  interest  in  changing  the  name  of  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  The  board  has 
had  the  same  name  since  its  creation  in  1845,  and  initial  discussions  show  that 
the  problems  encountered  in  a  name  change  would  outweigh  any  benefits. 


Evangelist  Eddie  Martin  breaks  all  attendance  records  for  a  mass 
meeting  in  Greenville.  Over  4500  worshippers  crowded  in  his  tent 
during  the  last  night  of  revival,  when  "literally  hundreds  walked  the 
aisles  under  the  influence  of  the  Gospel." 
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15-Passenger  Van  Safety 
is  Big  News  these  Days! 


LifeWay  has  the  solution— a  15-passenger 
mini-bus  that  meets  Federal  safety  standards. 


l-80n-:i7(MilH0 

r;n  prnlci  hus.com 
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MMm>  If  Ckmnk  hi  Dm! 


A  BRAND  NEW  QUEEN  Orthopedic 
mattress  set.  NEW  in  plastic  w/warr.,  sell 
$119.  Call  (601)  209-0872. 

A  BRAND  NEW  KING  Orthopedic 
mattress  set.  NEW  in  plastic,  only 
$189.  Call  (601)  209-0872. 

LEESVILLE  •  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH: 
Full-time  youth  and  recreation  minister. 
Send  resumes  with  photo  to:  Mouth  ftstor 
Search  Committee,  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Leesville,  P.O.  Box  1568,  1400  Nolan 
Trace,  Leesville,  LA  71446;  or  email 
fbcleesville®wnonline.net. 


$250.  Call  (601)  209-0872. 


TOMBSTONE  CLEANING,  CONTACT 

Richard  Sims  with  R  &  R  Steam 
Cleaning.  Phone  (601)  892-1622,  cell 
phone  (601)  506-6017. 

GAIN  FINANCIAL  INDEPENDENCE. 
Retirement  soon?  Fosters,  wives,  bi-voc. 
staff,  etc.  Make  a  difference  in  peoples  lives. 
I'm  a  Baptist  pastor  with  a  tremendous 
opportunity  to  share.  Jack  Teer,  15482 
Patricia  Dale  Drive,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70819,  (225)  275-3602. 


more  information  write:  P.O.  Box  1206, 
Fairfield,  TX  75840.  Email  larsinOpflash.com. 

BEACHSIDE  VACATION  CONDOS.  ALL 


.Ter  v  iv.  i:  .t*: 


churches  and  homes.  Stained  Glassworks, 

Inc.  (800)  605-2970. _ _ _ 

GATUNBUttG  GETAWAY:  TWO  bedroom^ 
two  bath,  full  kitchen.  Walking  distance  to 
parkway.  $65/nite,  call  for  information  at 
(251)666-2175. _ 


Pigeon  Forge.  (251 )  649-3344  or  (251 )  649- 
4049,  www.hi 


NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
INC,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also  church  bul¬ 
letins  and  hymnals.  For  mote  information  call 
(662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at  (662)  455-6743. 
Located  at  107  North  Stone  Avenue, 
Greenwood,  MS.  38930. 


Amazing  Courage 

In  the  early  days  of  May, 
2003,  the  incredible  story  of 
Aaron  Ralston  began  to  be  told. 
Aaron  is  the  young  man  who 
went  mountain  climbing  in 
Colorado  and  was  involved  in 
an  accident  that  brought  a  huge 
boulder  rolling  down  on  his 
right  arm.  Try  as  he  would,  he 
could  not  move  die  boulder  nor 
get  his  arm  from  under  the 
weight.  Hours  turned  into 
days  and  finally  only  one  rem¬ 
edy  remained.  Aaron  realized 
that  if  he  had  any  chance  of  liv¬ 
ing,  he  would  have  to  take  his 
pocket  knife  and  cut  off  his 
own  right  arm. 

He  had  waited  for  rescuers 
and  no  one  came.  He  had 
pulled  and  tugged  and  tried 
every  way  he  knew  how  to 
extricate  himself,  but  all  to  no 
avail.  And  so,  with  no  where 
to  turn  and  no  other  options, 
he  did  what  he  had  to  do  in 
order  to  survive.  He  severed 
his  arm  just  below  the  elbow. 
With  a  tourniquet  on  his  arm, 
he  began  the  trek  down  the 
mountain.  Soon,  he  was  found 
by  some  rescuers  who  got  him 
out  and  to  the  hospital  where 
he  was  in  serious  condition. 

I  was  moved  when  I  heard 
about  this  young  man  and  tried 
to  keep  track  of  nis  condition  to 
find  out  something  about  who 
he  was  and  how  he  was  able  to 
do  what  he  did.  At  the  same 
time,  I  was  struck  by  the  huge 
lessons  of  life  that  jump  out  at 
us  from  his  experience. 

The  first  lesson  was  one 
that  Aaron  overlooked.  Don't 
travel  the  road  of  life  alone. 
Mountain-climbers  are 
encouraged,  if  not  clearly 
instructed,  not  to  climb  alone. 
They  need  a  partner. 

As  the  Scriptures  tell  us, 
two  are  better  than  one.  It  does¬ 
n't  take  much  of  a  thought 
process  to  realize  that  this 
young  man  might  have  had  a 
totally  different  outcome  had 
he  been  traveling  with  a 
friend.  The  same  is  true  when 
we  consider  life.  God  knows 
that  we  need  a  helping  hand 


‘Directi 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


as  we  travel.  In  fact,  God 
designed  it  that  way  so  that 
the  home  would  be  a  cluster 
of  helping  hands  and  caring 
people,  rle  designed  it  in 
society,  but  He  especially 
designed  it  in  the  church. 
The  repeated  analogy  that  is 
contained  in  the  Scriptures  is 
that  the  church  is  the  body  of 
Christ  and  each  of  us  exists 
not  for  ourselves,  but  we  also 
exist  for  those  around  us. 
How  much  could  be  done? 
How  many  could  be  saved? 
How  different  would  life  be  if 
we  cared  for  one  another  and 
shared  the  triumphs  and  the 
trials  with  one  another? 

The  second  reality  that  tlie 
young  mountain  climber 
raced  was  at  times  difficult 
decisions  have  to  be  made  in 
regard  to  one  part  of  the 
body  in  order  to  save  and 
sustain  the  body  as  a  whole. 
It  may  well  be  that  this  aspect 
in  our  church  life  and  body  is 
one  of  the  most  difficult  to 
deal  with  and  to  comprehend. 
It  is  the  kind  of  awkward, 
painful  reality  that  the 
Apostle  Paul  faced  when  he 
dealt  with  the  sin  situation  in 
1  Corinthians  5.  As  children 
of  God,  we  are  forgiven  peo¬ 
ple  and  we  are  supposed  to 
be  forgiving  people.  But,  at 
times,  we  must  pause  and 
realize  that  we  are  not  to  be 
people  who  just  ignore  the 
cancer  of  immorality  and  evil. 

Probably,  like  Aaron 
Ralston,  many  of  us  may  think 
that  it  will  get  better.  Maybe 
something  will  happen.  Maybe 
the  rescuers  will  come.  But, 
finally,  action  must  be  taken. 

While  there  are  other  great 
truths  that  can  be  viewed  in 


this  event,  let  me  just  point 
out  to  you  what,  to  me,  is  the 
largest  point  of  inspiration 
and  that  is  the  courage  of  this 
young  man.  Courage  is 
almost  always  the  deciding 
factor  in  crucial  decision  mak¬ 
ing.  It  is  not  brilliance,  though 
it  certainty  plays  a  part.  It  is 
not  creativity,  though  some¬ 
times  it  comes  into  play.  It  is 
not  even  determination, 
though  it  is  a  vital  part  of 
decision  making.  It  is  pure, 
raw,  grit-your-teeth,  do-or-die 
courage  mat  comes  to  make  a 
difference  in  the  moment. 

While  this  young  man's 
experience  was  brought  to  the 
forefront  by  the  media,  the 
stories  could  be  recounted 
every  day  if  we  would  watch 
for  them.  I've  seen  that  kind 
of  courage  that  makes  a  dif¬ 
ference  rise  up  and  be  demon¬ 
strated  in  the  lives  of  young 
people  with  their  peers.  I've 
seen  it  in  hospitals  as  patients 
make  decisions.  I've  seen  it 
on  the  athletic  field  and  I 
have  seen  it  in  the  church.  I 
have  seen  it  as  it  has  mani- 


S  a  v  e 

$300  -  $600 
A  YEAR 

L.  D.  OMire  Insurance 

601-957-3841 

1-800-844-3254 


fested  itself  in  a  committee 
meeting  and  I  have  seen  it  as 
it  has  stepped  forward  in  a 
business  meeting.  I  have  seen 
it  when  a  David  has  had  to 
walk  into  the  field  against  a 
Goliath  and  I  have  seen  it  as 
quietly  as  a  Daniel  being 
placea  in  a  lion's  den.  I  have 
seen  it  present  and  I  have  also 
seen  it  absent. 

Moses  was  filled  with  it  as 
he  stood  before  Pharaoh  and 
demanded  that  God's  people 
be  released.  He  was  seemingly 
anointed  with  courage  as  ne 
led  the  people  across  the 
wilderness.  There  were  times 
when  courage  seemed  to  be 
absent  from  tne  people  of  God. 
They  came  to  the  edge  and 
refused  to  have  the  courage  to 
go  forward  into  the  Promised 
Land.  Forty  years  of  death, 
fear,  and  frustration  followed. 
At  the  end  of  that  time,  God 
brought  a  new  leader  with  new 
courage  on  to  die  scene,  and 
said,  v'Be  strong  and  of  good 
courage."  Joshua  would  need 
that  land  of  courage  that  only 
God  could  provide  to  lead  this 
people  forward. 

Pause  and  allow  God  to 
show  you  those  points  of  the 
compass  of  your  life  where 
you  need  the  greatest 
courage.  Ask  Him  today  to 
fill  you  with  the  courage  only 
He  can  supply! 


The  solution  -  a  1 5  passenger  mini-bus 
that  meets  Federal  safety  standards. 


•  Mini-But  •  1 5  passengers  (No  CDL) 

•  2/1  Seating  •  Center  Aisle 
•  Low  First  Step  •  Raised  Roof 
•  Longer  Wheelbase  •  Dual  Rear  Wheels 
•  Steel  Construction 
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What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what 


August  21 ,  2003  HouseTop*  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


COST* 
Single:  $107 
Double:  $70 
Triple:  $62 
Quad:  $54 


*  Cost 

Annual  Missions  ,nc'yde!°;c 

Celebration  Bus  Tour  « th, 

Hampton  Inn, 

October  34  continental 

breakfast  & 

Departing  from  Camp 
Garay  wa  at  7  a.m.  for  the  Thursday 

Annual  Missions  Celebration  night  accom- 
at  Harrisburg  BC,  Tbpelo  modations  are 


Registration  form  available  at 
www.mbcb.org.  or  call  the  Mississippi 
WMU  at  1-800-748-1651,  ext.  317 
or  601-292-3317 


Mississippi  WMU 

Church  Leadership  Training 

CLT  Garaywa  Registration 

(Preregistration  required  for  session  at  Garaywa  only) 

Name 

E-mail 

1  Special  Interest  &  Core  Conferences  1 

Address 

Core 

Conferences  at 
all  3  locations: 

Getting  Ready  for  the 
New  Church  Year. 

•  WMU  Directors 

•  Women's  Groups 

•  Adults  on 
Mission 

•  Using  Literacy 
and  CBS  in 

Language  Ministry 
•  Acteens 

•  Youth  on  Mission 

•  Girls  in  Action 

•  Children  in 

Action 

•  Mission  Friends 


Additional  conferences  at 
Garaywa  only: 

•  Chronological  Bible  Storying 
•  Spanish  2  Yo  Puedo  Empezor  Un 

Grupo  Misionero? 

•  Forgiveness:  the  Beginning  to 

Racial  Reconciliation 
•  Sisters  Not  Rivals  (WEM  &  WOM) 

•  Servant  Leadership 

•  New  Acteens  Curriculum 
*  •  NewWorld  Ventures 

•  Opportunities  for  Mission 

Involvement 

•  Restorative  Justice 

•  Plus  many  more... 

Registration  form  also  available  at 
Mww.mhcb.org.  For  more  info  call 
I  -800-748-1 651 ,  ext.  31 7  or  601  -292-331 7 


3  GREAT 
2003 

LOCATIONS 

FBC,  SENATOBIA 

August  1 9 
6:30-9:15  p.m. 

CAMP  GARAYWA 

August  22-23 
3:30  p.m. 

FBC  ,WIGGINS 
August  26 
6:30-9:15  p.m. 


Church  Name _ 

Association  _ _ 

RATES  INCLUDE  one  night's  lodging  and  meals 
Patterson  Place  Lodge:  (no  singles) 

□  Double  $48.50  ea. 

□  Triple  $43.50  ea. 

□  Quad  $38.50  ea. 

Please  list  roommates  (optional): 


□  Please  assign  roommate(s)  for  me 

Guest  House/ Auditorium/Cabins  1  &  20: 

(inside  bath  &  linens)  □  $32.50  ea. 

Cabins:  (bath  house  &  no  linens)  □  $26.50  ea. 

Commuter  Meals: 

□  Fri.  Dinner:  $7  □  Sat.  Bkf:  $5  □  Sat.  Lunch:  $6  ' 

Please  make  checks  payable  to:  MBCB  &  memo  CLT  3 
Mail  to:  Mississippi  WMU,  CLT,  PO  Box  530,  * 

Jackson  MS  39205-0530  j 


Mississippi  College  i 
Grades  1-12 
10  a.m.-5  p.m. 

$4  per  person 
Bring  your  own  sack 
lunch  and  drink. 

Registration  Deadline: 

September  17 

For  more  info,  contact: 

Men’s  Ministry  Department 
1-800-748*1651  or  601-292-3335 


Mississippi 

CWJC 

National 
Av  ^Certification 
m  m  Training 

xW  for  Site 
Coordinators 

y  October  20-24 


Cost:  $113 


The  Woods  BC 
Tyler,  Tex. 


Level  I 

New  Site  Coordinators 
(Spanish  translation  available) 

Level  2 

Existing  Site  Coordinators 

Questions?  Call  Sandra  Nash  at 
601-924-9205  or  E-mail 
snnash@aol.com;  or  Tammy  Anderson, 
Miss.  WMU,  at  1-800-748-1651,  exL  317 
or  601-292-3317  or  E-mail 
tanderson  @  mbcb.org 

Registration  form  online:  www.mbcb.org 


One 


Goal:  $1.5  Million 


Central  Hills  is  home  to  aver  900 
boys  every  summer  who  have  an 
opportunity  to  fellowship,  have  fun, 
study  the  Bible  and  learn  about 
missionaries,  but  most  importantly 
they  have  the  opportunity  to  seek 
Jesus  and  his  plan  for  their  lives. 


Ten  year  old  Marco  came  to 
Central  Hills  from  an  unchurched 
family.  Austin  came  by  way  of  one 
of  the  state  Baptist  colleges  to  serve 
as  a  summer  camp  counselor.  The 
two  met  and  together  they  shared 
in  Bible  studies,  swimming,  mission 
programs,  and  horseback  riding. 
Best  of  all  however,  Austin  was 
able  to  share  Jesus  with  little  Marco. 
During  the  Thursday  night  camp¬ 
fire,  Marco  responded  to  the  invita¬ 
tion  and  made  public  his  decision 
to  give  his  life  to  Christ.  Thank  you 
Mississippi  Baptists!  Your  gifts  to 


the  Margaret  Lackey  State  Mission 
Offering  made  a  difference  and 
changed  a  life  through  the  Retreat 
Ministries. 

"Missions  is  our  Mission"  at  Camp 
Garaywa.  While  fellowship  and  fun  is  an 
important  part  of  summer  camp,  girls 
come  to  Camp  Garaywa  to  seek  Christ 
and  hear  his  call  to  missions  service. 

For  more  info,  contact  Debbie  Sills, 
Mission  Strategy,  MBCB 
1-800-748-1651 
or  601-292-3320. 


MISSISSIPPI 


BAPTISTS 

CHURCH  LIBRARY  MINISTRY 


32nd  Annual 


October  3-4,  2003 
First  Baptist  Church 

jackson,  Miss. 


M  ississippi  Baptist 


MPHONY  Semicl 

DCHE6TGA  »»** 

Ofortfi  Oxford  ‘BC 


J  oxfort 

For  more  information,  contact  the  MBCB  Church  Music  Department  at  r  * 

1-800-748-1651  or  in  Jackson,  601-292-3267.  O p.ffl . 
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rehearsal 
cam 


June  14-17, 2004 
Wiffiam  Carey 

Audition  Information 

1SM-748-U51,  at  2tt  or 

College 

Hattiesburg 

tnnr 

Audition  dates  for  the  2004  MBASYC&O 
(Open  to  9th  -  12th  graders ) 

Samdaj,  Sept  2A>  2M4  10  a.m.  -  2pjn.  William  Carey  College,  Hattiesburg 

4  -  7  pjn.  First  Baptist  Church,  Summit 

Od  7, 2M4  4  -  8  pjn.  First  B^dst  Church,  Meridian 

TWriiy,  Oet  14, 2f4  4  -  7  pjn.  First  Baptist  Gwch,  Winona 

Satmfey,OcL25,2tM  10  tun.- 2  pjn.  Mississippi  College,  Clinton 
Ttarsiuy,  Nut.  13, 2fM  4-8  pjn.  Fairvicw  BC,  Columbus 
Saturday,  Nor.  15, 2M4  10  un.- 2  pjn.  North  Qxfod  BC,  Qrfad 

(NOTE:  ALL  instrumentalists  will  be  expected  to  audition  vocally:) 


June  17-22, 2004 
Mississippi 


r  /  k<  t  a  /  -y ,  i  W  i  '  inrn 


•  A  prepared  piece 

•  Sight  reading 

Sponsored  by  the 

•  Scales 

•  Technique  and  tune 

Church  Music  Department 

January  Bible  Study 
Preview  Clinic 


I  &  n  Timothy 

The  Church:  Anticipating  the  Kingdom’s  Appearing 


Sept.  23 


Sept.  24 


Sept.  25 


Blue  Mountain  College,  Blue  Mountain  Carl  White 
BSU,  Delta  State,  Cleveland  Dean  Register 

Gulf  Coast  Assn.  Office,  Gulfport  Les  Hughes 

BSU,  NW  MS  Comm.  College,  Senatobia  Carl  White 
Garaywa,  Clinton  Dean  Register 

William  Carey  College,  Hattiesburg  Les  Hughes 


f  COG 
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Recognition  and  affirmation  are  critically  important 
to  each  of  us.  How  easy  it  is  to  give  appreciation,  and 
how  meaningful  it  is  to  be  the  recipient  of  affirmation. 
And  yet,  how  often  we  take  our  spiritual  leaders  for 
granted  and  forget  to  say,  "thank  you." 

Ministers  deserve  and  need  affirmation  from  the 
people  they  serve.  Members  of  the  congregation  need  a 
special  occasion  to  say,  "We  love  you  and  appreciate 
what  you  are  doing  as  our  spiritual  leader."  Pastor/Staff 
Recognition  is  designed  to  give  the  church  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  say,  "Thank  you  for  your  labor  of  love." 

Contact  the  Pastor/Leadership  Development  for  a 
brochure  and  assistance  in  ways  to  affirm  your  pastor 
and  staff:  1-800-748-1651  or  601-292-3305. 


Central  Hills,  Kosciusko 
Lauderdale  Assn.  Office,  Meridian 
Pike  Assn.  Office,  McComb 


Carl  White 
Les  Hughes 
Dean  Register 


Registration  begins  at  9  a.m. 
Conference  9:30  a.m.  -  2:30  p.m. 
Lunch  will  be  provided  by  MBCB 

For  more  info,  contact  the  Sunday  School  Department  at 
1-800-748-1651  or  601-292-3292 


Mississippi  Baptist 

2003  Bible  Drill  Clinics 


_ Question:  What  is  the  one  thing  we  w 

oar  children  and  youth  to  k 
Answer:  The  ffible,  Godfc  mnL 

So,  how  do  you  make  sure  that  this  is  in  your  church?  Consider  NMe  Drift. 


oi  this  ministry  oi  leaching  Cod's  Word  to  students.  Why  not  be  a  part  of  Mbit  Cfefl 
year?  Learn  more  about  how  you  cen  participate  by  attending  ewe  of  the  falcwriagB 
Drill  dinks. 

Locations 


All  clinics  are  7-839  pm. 

For  more  info,  please  call  the  Discipkskip  &  Family  Mhristry  Dtpartuanti  al 
1SOO-74S-16S1  or  by  E-ami  at  rfMKzmSMfcfcore. 


T 


P'tAy.  tfo*  JUy.  August  22  -  September  4, 2003 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 


Sundty  School, 
►  ■Q  Olive 
p>jMP»(SS);(2) 


AT  HOME  DAY5,  3rd  -  5th;  (2) 
Pray  for  the  family  of  a  corn- 


far  A*,  NN,  CT  and  PM,  new 


'Satan  breaks  nothin g  hut  prayer.  'fits  one  concern  is  to  keep  the  saints  from 
praying,  'fie  fears  nothin g  from  prayerless  stubies.  prayeriess  Work,  prayerless 
religion,  'tie  Laughs  at  our  toil,  mocks  our  Wisbom.  hut  trembles  When  We  pray.' 

Samuel  ChabWick 


Pray  In  more  church  planters, 
we  ray  dm  um  norm 
America  ii  ora  churched.  In 
really.  North  America  b  a 
mietion  mwo  mMow  that 

kcaoiJuUlM 
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The  Taiwan  Unhound  Student  For.  (1)  Labor  Day;  O)  Seaion 


Timothy  Laridn  it  lie  dweetor 


For  (1)  AMD/MBCB  Leader¬ 
ship  Retreat,  Camp  Garaywa, 
CSnton,  noon  dth-noon  5th 
(MS);  (2)  God  hm  opened  the 

ilnnre  inm  DiwkAul  A-LL»- 

ooor  for  kuotim  urooie 
Pu^h  ot  themMD  Team  to 
render  far  a  permanent  visa 
to  the  Democratic  lepufafic  of 
The  Congo.  Pray  that  thin  vita 
wB  be  panted  quickly . 
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■ANDBELL 

LEADERSHIP 

SEMINAR 


September  12-13, 2003 
Daniel  Memorial 
Baptist  Church 
Jackson,  Miss.  jjt&? 


itch  r£) 

4k 


INTEER  0  (API  _/\!NS  TIE 


CLINICIAN: 
R.E.  Thompson 
handbell  specialist 
Leawood  Baptist  Church 

Memphis 


For  more  information,  contact  the 
MBCB  Church  Music  Department  at 
1-800-748-1651  or  in  Jackson, 
601-292-3267. 


•  MORNING  SESSION 

OupMn  Cotond  Bfcvnrd  Thompson 
TfnMry  to  Ike  National  OuanT 

rUnislalng  to  those  who  save  and  their  families. 

•  EARLY  AFTERNOON  SESSION 

Barru  Cleft 

"Violence  In  Ike  Worftplaoe' 


•FIN*.  SESSION 

OoryShehlow,  no^Harper&DonNerrcn 
Tlhicsrfjoi«deMR 

How  (toes  this  effochjour  worft? 

This  training  is  apenio  oil  ministers  and  laypersons  who 
wish  ta9itpixwe«t0iMninistru  sftilts  and  gain  up-to-date 
hnowtodge  in  these  areas. 


REGISTRATION  FORM:  VOLUNTEER  CHAPUJNS  TRAINING 

ScptcmtXT  19. 2003 

Registration  fee  of  $5  per  person  enclosed  (includes  lunch  and  materials) 

Name  _ _ _ 

Address  _ _ _ _ _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ Phone _ 

Please  register  by  September  12,  2003 

Mail  to:  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  Elaine  Smith,  Chaplaincy,  P.O.  Box  53  ,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 

For  more  information,  call  Elaine  Smith,  1-800-748-1651  or  601-292-3361  or 
E-mail  Elaine  at  esmithOmbcb.org 
Sponsored  by 

Church  Planting  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  and 
Mississippi  Baptist  Chaplains  Association 


Squire  Parsons  will  be  in 
concert  August  22  at  Poplar 
Springs  Church,  Mendenhall, 
at  7  p.m.  For  more  information, 
call  (601)  847-2555.  Jack 

Woodard  is  pastor. 

Celebrate  Recovery  is  for  all 
adults  who  have  experienced 
hurts,  habits,  or  hang-ups  plus 
chemical  dependency  groups. 
Meeting  each  Thursday  at  6  pm. 
at  Country  Woods*  Church, 
Byram,  the  night  begins  with  a  $2 
snack  supper  and  ends  with  a 
coffee  shop  at  9  pm.  For  more 
information,  call  (601)  371-7955. 

West  Ellisville,  Ellisville, 
will  present  Heaven's  Gates 


released  inmate  with  giant  bas¬ 
kets  of  eoodies  at  a  special 
party  in  tneir  honor. 


[lsi  i ok  i iii  Record 


and  Hell's  Flames  August  24  at 

6  p.m.  and  August  25  and  26  at 

7  pm.  Admission  is  free.  For 
more  information,  call  (601) 
477-9333. 

_  A  mission  team  from 
Pilgrim's  Rest  Church,  Crystal 
Springs,  and  Strong  Hope 
Church,  Wesson,  came  to 
Calvary  Church,  Pascagoula,  to 
conduct  Backyard  Bible  Clubs 
July  28-31.  The  Mission  Team  is 

f>ictured  in  front  of  the  church, 
ohnny  Beaver  is  pastor. 

The  4th  grade  GAs  o#  First 
Church,  Jackson,  macfe  an 
Easter  blessing  for  one  Buried 
Treasures  family  as  a  mission 


Smith  ville  Church, 

Smithville  held  VBS  July  14-18. 
The  average  attendance  was  166. 
The  children  raised  $2,000  to  sup¬ 
port  missionaries.  Eleven  made 
professions  of  faith. 


4th  grade  GAs  of  First  Church,  Jackson 


Pilgrim's  Rest,  Crystal  Springs,  &  Strong  Hope  Missions  Team 


Smithville  Church  VBS,  Smithville 


Homecomings  &  Revivals 


1 


Moselle,  Ellisville:  Aug.  24- 
27;  Sunday,  9:30  am,  10:30a.m., 
a  potluck  lunch  will  follow,  and  6 

f.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  jpsm.;  Matt 
uckles,  guest  spemjer;  Bob 
Thames,  music;  ifgith  M. 
Thompson,  pastor.  ' 

New  Harmony,  Philadelphia: 

Aug.  20-24;  Wea.-Sat.,  7  pm.; 
Sunday,  11  am.,  lunch  at  noon, 
and  afternoon  singing  at  1:30 
pm.;  Crystal  River,  singing;  Don 
Taylor,  evangelist;  Olathe 
Womble,  music;  Dewey  Moore, 
pastor;  ajl  are  invited. 

Sandy  Hook,  Marion:  Aug. 
*k  24,  31,  and  Sept.  14; 
<9mtennial  Celebration;  Aug.  10, 
*$K»w  and  Tell  evening;  Aug.  24, 
signing  of  attendance 'roster  for 
tfctrtbne  capsule;  Aug.  31,  contin¬ 
uing  of  attendance  roster,  and 
singing;  Sept.  14,  Centennial 
Sunday;  lunch  will  be  served; 
Jerry  Passmore,  speaking. 


DURANT  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS  seek¬ 
ing  a  part-time  minister  of  music.  Sunday  a.m. 
and  p.m.  services,  Wednesday  night  services. 
Also,  lead  an  adult  choir.  Please  contact  (662) 
653-3105  or  tax  resume  (662)  653-6147, 
ALTA  WOODS  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
Preschool  teacher  needed.  Four  year  old 
ABeka  curriculum.  For  more  information 

call  Nina  Nesom  at  (601)  372-5188. _ 

PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  AND 
Ffcrt-time  Minister  of  ’Vtouth  needed  at  Lexie 
Baptist  Church  in  Tylertown,  Miss.  Would 
prefer  to  combine  these  positions  into  one 
position.  Send  resumes  to  personnel  com¬ 
mittee,  Lexie  Baptist  church,  12  West  Lexie 
Road,  Tylertown,  MS  39667-  For  more  info 
call  (601)  222-0165.  _ 


ixvmi n»YOi  onriui  rvwvint ivi s 

DeSoto  and  Tate  counties  is  now  taking  appli¬ 
cations  and  resumes  for  Association  Missions 


Eastwood,  Indianola:  Sept.  7- 
10;  Sunday,  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7 

gm.;  Jim  Phillips,  North 
reenwood.  Greenwood,  evan- 

gelist;  Tommy  Smith,  North 
Ireenwood,  Greenwood,  music. 


New  Prospect,  Brookhaven: 

Sept  14;  Sunday  School,  10  am.; 
worship,  11  am.;  a  meal  will  be 
served  at  noon;  afternoon  ser¬ 
vice,  1:15  pm.;  Talmadge  Smith, 
speaking;  Mike  Grim,  and 
Crossroads  Quartet  of  Bogue 
Chitto,  music;  Willie  T.  Welch, 
pastor. 

Sand  Hill  West:  Aug.  24-27; 
nightly,  7  p.m.;  Ed  McDaniel, 
evangelist;  local  talent,  music; 
Ralph  G.  Hunt  pastor. 

Bunker  Hill,  Columbia: 

Sept.  7-10;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and 
6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Gene  Douglas,  evangelist; 
Larry  Lott,  music;  Randy 


Director.  Send  all  information,  including  accu¬ 
rate  references  to  Mr.  Dan  Freeman,  2604 
Lavem  Road,  Nesbrt,  MS  38651 . 

ADATON  BAPTIST  CHURCH  WILL  BE 
accepting  resumes  for  the  full-time  position 
of  Administrative  Assistant.  All  interested  indi¬ 
viduals  may  apply  by  sending  a  resume  to 
Ada  ton  Baptist  Church,  attention:  personnel 
committee,  1975  Highway  82  W„  Starkville, 
MS  39759.  Resumes  will  be  accepted 
through  August  30,  2003.  For  additional 
information,  call  (662)  323-3735. 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  WEST 
POINT,  Miss.,  is  currently  accepting 
resumes  for  the  position  of  a  full-time  Early 
Childhood  Ministry  Director  (child  care  & 
Kindergarten).  Please  send  resumes  to  First 
Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  794,  West  Ffoint, 
MS  39773,  attn.  cc  chairman,  Sherman 
Berry  or  call  (662)  49*421 3. 


Gardner,  pastor;  for  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (601)  736-1136. 

Wesson,  Wesson:  Sept.  14; 
worship,  10*30  a.m.;  dinner  on 
the  grounds  will  follow;  the 
stained  glass  windows  will  be 
dedicated;  for  more  information, 
call  (601)  643-5722. 


music. 


Sitoam,  Magee:  Aug.  31;  wor¬ 
ship,  11  a.m.;  lunch  will  be 
served;  afternoon  worship,  1 

(>jn.;  Jay  Westbrooks,  preaching; 
ames  H.  Gamer,  pastor. 

Pine  Hill  Enterprise:  Aug.  24; 
worship,  10:30  a.m.;  a  covered 
dish  lunch  will  follow;  Kenneth 
Overby,  speaking;  Pine  Hill 
Church  Cnoir,  music;  Danny 
Bullock,  pastor. 


RAYMOND  ROAD  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN 

Jackson  is  prayerfully  seeking  individuals  for 
positions  as  full-time  minister  of  music  and 
part-time  minister  to  children.  Please  send 
resume  to  Raymond  Road  Baptist  Church, 
personnel  committee,  4622  Raymond 
Road,  Jackson,  MS  39212.  Rev.  Tommy 


AIRPORT  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS  SffKJNG  a 

bivocational  pastor.  Send  resumes  and  infor¬ 
mation  to:  Airport  Baptist  Church,  search  com¬ 
mittee,  P.O.  Box  898,  Grenada,  MS  38902. 
EXPERIENCED  SBC  BIVOCATIONAL  pas¬ 
tor  available.  Prefer  church  within  100  mile 
radius  of  Gulfport.  Send  resume  request  to 
P.O.  Box  5881,  Vane  leave,  MS  39565. 
CHILDREN- YOUTH  MINISTRY  Secretary 
needed.  Send  resume  to  Country  Woods 
Baptist  Church,  6737  Siwell  Road,  Byram, 
Miss.  39272-8700. 


North  Calvary,  Philadelphia: 

Aug  24-27;  Sunday,  11  am.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  noon  and  7 
pm;  Dwight  Faulkenberry,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Karen  Cumberland,  music; 
Lawrence  Runnels,  pastor. 

West  Laurel  Laurel:  Oct.  3-5; 
Centennial  Celebration;  Fri.  and 
Sat,  7  p.m.;  Sunday,  9:15  am., 
9:45  a.m.,  and  covered  dish  will 
be  served;  Luther  Price,  preach¬ 
ing;  Robert  Coleman,  music. 

Parkway,  Tupelo:  Aug.  24; 
50th  anniversary;  worship,  1030 
am;  dinner  will  be  served  at 
noon;  a  fellowship  will  follow; 
Mark  Gregory,  preaching;  Paul 
Brashier,  pastor;  Robert  E. 
Shirley,  Jim  Alford,  former  pas¬ 
tors;  for  more  information,  call 
(662)  842-7843. 

Belden,  Belden:  Sept.  28;  wor¬ 
ship,  10  am.;  a  fellowship  will 
follow;  Scott  Rogers,  speaking. 


Approximately  181  students 
received  degrees  at  William 
Carey  College's  two  com¬ 
mencement  exercises  held 
August  9  in  the  Dumas  Smith 
Auditorium,  Thomas  Fine  Arts 
Building,  Hattiesburg.  David 
Petty,  president  and  publisher 
of  the  Hattiesburg  American, 
spoke  at  the  graduate  ceremo¬ 
ny  and  Holt  McMullan,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Trustmark  National 
Bank,  Hattiesburg,  spoke  at  the 
undergraduate  ceremeay*. 
Cloyd  Ezell,  vice  presideallfcfo:-.. 
academic  affairs,  presented** 
candidates  and  Larry  Kennedy, 
president,  conferred  degrees. 

Approximately  1 28  stu¬ 
dents  received  degrees  at 
William  Carey  College  on  the 
Coast  at  commencement  exer¬ 
cises  held  August  9  at  First 
Church,  Gulfport.  Robin 
Alfred  Midcalf,  attorney  at  law 
in  Harrison  County,  served  as 
the  guest  speaker.  Cloyd  Ezell, 
vice  president  of  academic 
affairs,  presented  candidates 
and  Larry  Kennedy,  president, 
conferred  degrees. 

William  Carey  College 
baseball  coach  Bobby  Halford 
was  selected  the  Diamond 
Sports  Company  NAIA  Region 
XIII  Coach  of  the  Year  by  the 
American  Baseball  Coaches 
Association  (ABCA).  Halford 
will  be  honored  with  a  ban¬ 
quet  at  the  ABCA  National 
Convention  to  be  held  in  San 
Antonio,  Tex.  in  January.  The 
ABCA  will  recognize  Halford's 
baseball  career  which  includes 
649  wins  and  13  conference 
championships. 

Argile  Smith,  chair  of  the 
division  of  pastoral  ministries  at 
New  Orleans  Seminary,  will 
serve  as  guest  speaker  for  the 
annual  Carey  Lectures  to  be 
held  at  William  Carey  College's 
Hattiesburg  campus.  The  lec¬ 
tures  will  be  held  September  8 
from  10-1 1  a.m.  and  September 
9  from  1 1  a.m.-l  230  p.m. 


Southeastern  Bus  Sales 

Mississippi's  In-State  source  for  Buses  and  Vans 


Eldorado 
Starcraft 
Turtle  Top 
Used  Buses 


1-800-423-9826 

Business  done  the  "Riteway"  for  over  16  years! 
5483  1-55  South  Jackson,  MS  39272 


August  21, 2003 
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Mr.  A  Mu.  Robot  L  Havant 


THE  VILLAGE 
VIEW 


Memorials 


M«.  Mildred  C.  Lyom 
Mr.tMn.MiD.  Flock 
Dr.  A  Mn.  Raymond  G.  Morin 
Mt>.  Patricia  C.  Duckworth 
"EPICS" 

Firal  Security  Stale  Bank 
Director,  Officers,  A  Eniployeea 
Foneat  Oeoeral  Hospital 


Dr.  A  Mrs.  Linuel  D.  Jayroe 
Mr.  John  Griffla  Hardy 

Lillian.  Poty  Anne  A  Ragan 
Hayward 

Betty  McCaha  Hntrel 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gary  Wiggs  A 


Mr.  Richard  W.  Harrison 

Ward  A  Betty  Briater 
Miaaiaaippi  Travel  Trailer  Club 
Eva  Jo  Harwell 

Ms.  Dian  Smith 
Doris  Clean  Hathorn 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dennis  O.  Bed  well 
Kathleen  Hawkins 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  G.  Hawkins 
Henry  Hederman 

Mrs.  Virginia  C.  Quarles 
Mrs.  Wayne  (Becky)  Herbert 
Mr.  Buddy  Oliver 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Joseph  H.  Robinson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  K  Strahan  Jr. 
National  Assoc  of  PIA 
Mr.  Robert  F.  Cooper  Jr.  A 

Family 

Mr.  Keith  Hill 

The  Robert  Sullivan  Family 
Mrs.  Hattie  Hina 

Mr.  William  B.  Webb 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Louis  T.  Baker 
Mrs.  Virginia  H.  Atherton 


The  Robert  Sullivan  Family 
Bar  trice  Annatrong 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  A.  Gulledge 
Mrs.  Ernestine  Armstrong 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  B  Jacob 
Mrs.  Sandra  Ashley 

Mr.  and  Mrs  Charles  Dew 


Muriel  Andrews 
Ruth  Sullivan 

MrA  Mrs.  Frank  O.Ciuahwah  Jr. 
Ms.  Betty  A.  Monk 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jim  Reeves 
Eric  Davis 

Cindy  Davis  All  worth 
Mrs.  Genola  Davis  Barlow 
Jesse  Lay  Davis 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  R.  Davis  Jr. 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Davis 

Ms.  Patsy  Reeves 


Dr.  Bill  Causey,  Interm  Excutive  Director 

P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)  922-2242 
e-mail:  bcvl@misnet.com 
www.baptistchildrensvillage.com 


Mrs.  Ruby  Jean  Kennedy 
Mr.  Walter  McCorrecH 

Mrs.  Daisy  E.  Aldridge 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dan  W.  Southerland 
Mrs.  Thelma  McCord 

Mr.  A  Mis.  Maxwell  R. 

Crausby 

Cera  McCormick 

Mrs.  Ouida  McCracken 
T.EX.  Class.  FBC-Coffeeville 
L.  D.  McCoy 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Byron  Kyle 
Cornells  McCuhey 

Ms.  Margaret  Ann  Finnic 
Mr.  Tabor  Andrews  McDoweA,  Jr. 

Mr  A  Mrs.  W  Price  Tbier  ' 
Mrs.  Alyce  R.  Clark 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Paul  Ervin  Jr. 

Mrs.  Frances  A.  Hart 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Chester  Holloway 
hfc  A  Mn  Rank  O.  Ciuathwan  Jr 
Ms.  Betty  A.  Moak 
H.  D.  McGee 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Prank  R.  Tinner 
Clyde  McGehee,  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Ernest  L.  Scruggs 
Ty  McGehee 

Mrs.  Marguerite  Singleton 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory.  Many 
groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and  helpful 
medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who 
are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

March  1-  31, 2003  Mr  *  »*«•  **» w 

u  Mr.  Henry  W  atts 

MEMORIALS  Mr.  A  Mis  Cary  Williams 

Homer  Weeks 

Mrs.  Erma  Stone  MrA Mn  Clarence  Triplet. 

_  Mr  *MreW«ren  Griffm  C«d  Omk 


Mount  Zion  BC-Tbp  A  gen  Club 
Mr.  S.  R.  Boyette  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Jim  Kibe 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Urn  Kibe 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Tommy  Uptoo 
Mr.  James  R.  Colburn 
Mr.  A  Mn  Dan  W.  Southerland 
Mickey  Rami 

Wilburd,  Lamar.  Ruth  A  Warren 

Harris 


Greg  A  Shelia  Carpenter  A 


Family 


Mn.  Scob  L.  Respeaa 
Mrey  Rigby 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Marcus  Riley 

Mn.  Jewell  Wain 

•Mr.  Norman  E.  "Conch  Thffy  Rob 
The  Robot  Sullivan  Family 
Randy  Rollins 

Ms.  Jo  Beth  Burfcheimer 
Hubert  Rom 

Mn.  Betty  Bagley 


David  A  Charles  Richardson 
Jessie  R.  Hemphill 
Mrs.  Ivy  StabblalfcM 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Oliver  N  King 
AJ  Sykes 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Curbs  A.  Buchanan 


Co-worken  of  USDA  Service 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Curtis  Favre  Jr. 
Shlrtey  Boudreaus 

Koiola  Springs  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Martha  Slay  Boar* 

Mn.  Virginia  H.  Atherton 
Mrs  Patricia  C.  Duckworth 
Giya  BramUtt 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Norm  King 
Gene  Bright 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Robert  N  Wallers 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Casey  Harden 
Lcadol  Jonas 

Ms.  Joyce  C.  Allen 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Kenneth  Crawford 


Mr  A  Mn.  Dennis  L  McPhail 
Mr.  TVacy  Buford 

Dr.  A  Mn.  Phillip  B  Murray  A 

Ain 


April  I  -  30, 2003 
Honors 


Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  V.  Parker  Jr. 
David  King 
Mrs,  Marilyn  King 


Carelja  Cadadgr 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Aubry  Hays 


OAI  ITt-itrOM  DADT1QT  historical 


and  all  of  die  blessings 
In  reality,  James  says 


Family  Bible  Study 

Finding  My  Place  in  God’s  Pfen 

Genesis  45:1-46:7 


By  Karen  Hollowcll  wrongs  he  had  unjustly 

_  ,  ,  suffered.  Instead  he 

This  week  we  go  forward  in  showed  compassion, 
the  story  of  Joseph  and  his  broth-  We  are  so  limited  in  HolloweU  spirit  of  God  in  our 

er8‘  ,  jC  God  °ur  perspective.  lives  can  enable  us  to 

revealed  to  Joseph  through  Joseph,  even  with  a  strong  faith  have  this  kind  of  vision.  Are 
Pharaohs  dream  had  been  in  in  God,  couldn't  have  known  you  now  in  a  situation  for 
progress  two  years.  Jacob  sent  the  plans  in  store  for  him.  The  which  you  cannot  find  an 
his  pons  (all  except  Benjamin)  to  meaning  of  the  dreams  he  had  explanation?  Do  decisions 
Egypt  because  ne  heard  that  years  before  was  unclear  to  him  affecting  your  life  seem  to  be 
grain  was  available  there,  and  would  remain  so  for  years,  made  by  others  who  don't 
Joseph  immediately  recognized  In  Gen.  42:9  Joseph  recalls  these  know  what  you  are  experi- 
them,  but  they  did  not  know  dreams  when  he  sees  his  broth-  encing?  Will  we  be  able  to 
him.  After  putting  them  through  ers  bow  before  him  when  they  acknowledge  God's  sover- 

cox r oral  focfc  ortcnro  fKotr  ^  im..  x _ 1  «. 


you  are  able  to  help 
someone  else  through 
your  experience,  then 
something  good  has 
occurred  from  the  bad. 
In  Gen.  45:8,  Joseph 
recognized  this  when 
he  said,  "...it  was  not 

£ut  God."  Only  the 
reU  spirit  of  God  in  our 
lives  can  enable  us  to 
have  this  kind  of  vision.  Are 
you  now  in  a  situation  for 
which  you  cannot  find  an 
explanation?  Do  decisions 
affecting  your  life  seem  to  be 
made  by  others  who  don't 
know  what  you  are  experi¬ 
encing?  Will  we  be  able  to 


was  given  to  Jacob  later  at 
Beersneba.  On  the  way  to 
Egypt  he  stopped  at 
Beersheba  and  God  rein¬ 
forced  His  promise  through  a 
vision.  Goa  tells  Jacob,  Tam 
God,  the  God  of  your  father; 
do  not  be  afraid  to  go  down  to 


several  tests  to  ensure  their  came  to  buy  grain, 
integrity  and  compassion,  he  Most  believers  can  look 
finally  revealed  who  he  was.  back  at  a  seemingly  bad  situa- 


integrity  and  compassion,  he 
finally  revealed  wno  he  was. 
Joseph  could  no  longer  hide  his 
identity  from  his  brothers.  His 
emotion  was  overwhelming  at 

»!_• • j.  it.  • _ i  •  .  i 


tion  and  see  how  the  hand  of 
God  was  in  control.  Times  of 
sickness,  joblessness,  and 


this  point.  He  immediately  depression  are  certainly  not 
assured  his  brothers  that  they  positive  things.  However,  if 
did  not  need  to  fear.  Imagine  the  they  bring  change  to  your  life 
advantage  he  could  have  taken  where  you  were  unwilling  or 
in  this  situation!  He  could  easily  unable  to  change  previously, 
have  avenged  himself  for  the  if  a  relationship  is  restored,  if 


eignty  like  Joseph  when  he 
gave  all  credit  to  the  Lord? 
He  told  his  brothers  that  they 
had  not  sent  him  to  Egypt  — 
God  did.  Joseph  went 
through  years  of  suffering  not 
knowing  that  he  was  the  one 
God  would  use  to  preserve 
His  chosen  people.  This  was 
in  fulfillment  of  the  covenant 
made  with  Abraham.  The 
assurance  of  this  covenant 


into  a  great  nation  there.  I 
will  go  down  to  Egypt  with 

_ _  j  t  -..in  _ r.i:.  i _ : _ 


ours.  The  word  "promise"  is 
not  strong  enough  to  convey 
the  message  here.  What  God 
says,  will  nappen.  He  often 
uses  His  children  in  any  num¬ 
ber  of  situations  to  bring 
about  what  He  has  purposed! 

This  is  a  very  personal  lesson 
for  me  and  one  I  lcnow  that  God 
intended  for  me  at  this  time.  I'm 
a  schoolteacher  who  left  a  job  at  a 
wonderful  school  to  go  to  anoth¬ 
er  that's  smaller  ana  much  less 
financially  secure.  I  was  aware  of 
foe  situation,  but  for  reasons  of 
family  and  convenience  of  loca¬ 
tion,  I  committed  to  die  new  job. 
Things  are  now  worse  tnan 
before.  School  has  just  begun. 


and  already  teachere  and  stu¬ 
dents  don't  know  how  much 
longer  the  doors  can  remain 
open.  I  have  thought  recently 
how  foolish  it  must  look  to  leave 
security  for  the  unknown.  I  can't 
explain  it  either.  I  am  very  con¬ 
cerned,  naturally,  but  I  still  have 
peace  with  the  decision  I  made.  I 
don't  know  if  HI  have  a  job  next 
week.  I  have  not  had  a  vision 
such  as  Jacob's  to  reassure  me 
that  everything  will  be  fine. 
However,  I  do  know  that  God  is 
in  control  of  the  situation.  He 
may  have  other  plans  for  me  that 
I  could  never  have  experienced  if 
I  wasn't  willing  to  let  go  of  what 
was  comfortable  and  safe. 

Joseph  didn't  get  to  choose 
his  path  in  life  from  age  17-30. 
He  was  a  participant  m  events 
that  were  totally  out  of  his  con¬ 
trol.  However,  God  was  glori¬ 
fied,  His  promise  to  Abraham 
upheld,  and  an  entire  people 
saved  as  a  result  of  Joseph's 
faithfulness.  Let  us  pray  that 
God  would  find  us  willing  to  be 
used  as  His  vessel  in  this  way. 

Hollawell  is  member  of  Crosby 
Church,  Crosby. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Submitting  to  God 

James  4:1-17 


One  day  a  lady  came  into 
my  office  m  the  cnurch  where 
I  was  serving  and  asked  for 
prayer  and  direction  in  her 
life.  During  the  course  of  the 
counseling  I  could  see  I  was 
talking  to  a  very  strong  willed 
lady.  1  saw  very  little  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  Lordship  of 
Christ  in  her  life.  She  asked 
-for  a  resource  to  read  before 
she  came  back  for  the  next 


came  into 


James  has  some  very 
strong  words  to  any 
who  would  respond  in 
this  fashion.  That  Yn 

admonition  begins  with  xo 

'Submit  to  Goer. 

I.  The  Need  for  Submission 
(4:1-5). 

"Where  do  wars  and  fights 
come  from  among  you?"  James 
gets  right  to  the  heart  of  the 
matter.  As  the  comic  strip 
character  Pogo  said  years  ago, 


Young 


she  came  back  for  the  next  "We  have  met  the  enemy,  and 
session.  I  gave  her  a  copy  of  a  they  is  us."  Charlie  Brown  said, 
book  describing  submitting  to  "I  don't  have  problems  with  the 
Christ  through  the  power  of  multitudes,  its  just  people  that 


the  Holy  Spirit  and  letting 
Christ  direct  all  of  her  rela¬ 
tionships.  The  next  time  she 
came  in  for  counseling  she 
threw  the  book  across  my 
desk  and  said,  "I  don't  submit 
anything  to  any  man.  I  con¬ 
trol  my  own  life.  I  dm  in 
charge  of  my  own  destiny." 


get  on  my  nerves.  Essentially, 
when  we  want  everything  the 
way  we  want  and  no  other  way, 
there  is  going  to  be  a  problem. 
James  reminds  us  that  we  are 
often  too  attached  to  "stuff." 
Even  among  believers,  there  is 
competition  to  have  just  a  little 
more  and  a  little  better  than 


what  others  have.  Since 
this  is  true,  why  do  we 
get  anxious,  jealous, 
angry,  competitive,  or 
covetous  over  anybody 
or  anything?  It  only 
happens  when  we  let 
the  flesh  nature  rule 
instead  of  being  submit¬ 
ted  to  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Hello! 

l8  II.  The  Blessing  of 

Submission  (4:6-12). 

For  those  who  struggle  with  a 
strong  will  and  resist  submis¬ 
sion,  James  says  to  just  listen  to 
the  provisions  of  God  in  return. 
"God  gives  grace  to  the  hum¬ 
ble... draw  near  to  God  and  He 
will  draw  near  to  you.. bumble 
yourselves  before  God  and  He 
will  lift  you  up."  This  is  not 
some  sort  of  reward  system  for 
obedience,  rather  Gods  promis¬ 
es  to  those  who  walk  with  Him. 
James  also  admonishes  us  to 
resist  tiie  devil...  and...  he  will 
flee  from  you.  Simply  spoken,  it 
is  repentance.  "Cleanse  your 
hands...  purify  your  hearts... 
lament,  mourn,  weep."  John 
says  it  pointedly:  "If  you  confess 
your  sms,  God  is  faithful  to  for¬ 


give  your  sins  and  cleanse  you 
from  all  unrighteousness*  (I 
John  1:9). 

God  really  wants  to  bless 
His  children,  but  He  only 
promises  to  do  so  for  those  who 
are  humbly  abiding  with  Him. 
He  wants  to  see  results  in  our 
lives.  We  are  not  to  speak  evil 
of  others  because  of  what  they 
do  or  do  not  have,  nor  because 
of  their  position.  God  is  the 
only  true  judge.  He  wants  us  to 
be  faithful  to  obey  the  "Greatest 
Commandments,"  being  "Love 
the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  your 
heart,  all  your  soul,  ana  all 
your  mind.  AND  Love  your 
neighbor  as  you  love  yourself 
(Matt.  22:37). 

III.  The  Reason  for 
Submission  (4:13-17). 

We  have  all  heard  the  state¬ 
ment  by  some  high  pressure 
salesman,  "Man,  do  I  have  a  deal 
for  you.  You  will  be  fixed  for 
life/  This  is  so  muchpresump- 
tion  of  tiie  future.  Those  wno 
preach  a  prosperity  Gospel  push 
this  philosophy.  "If  you  have 
enough  faith,  you  can  nave  your 


that  is  simply  walking  outside 
the  will  of  God  for  your  life. 
Rather,  James  would  have  us 
respond,  "If  the  Lord  wills,  we 
shall  live  and  do  this  or  that"  (v. 
15).  Scripture  tells  us  that  we  can 
know  the  will  of  God.  We  must 
seek  Him  alone.  We  must  trust 
God  to  direct  our  path  (Prov.  35- 
6).  Paul  reminds  us  in  Romans 
12:1-2  to  present  ourselves  to 
God  in  living  sacrificial  service 
and  be  transformed  with  a 
renewed  mind  that  we  might 
prove  what  is  the  good  and  per¬ 
fect  will  of  God. 

James  concludes  this  section 
with  the  exhortation  for  further 
obedience.  If  we  know  to  do 
the  right  thine  and  do  not  do  it, 
that  is  sin.  When  we  choose  to 
walk  outside  the  will  of  God 
when  we  just  want  to  do  our 
own  thing,  we  sin  deliberately. 
We  must  confess,  repent,  and 
determine  to  submit  ourselves 
daily  to  God's  plan.  Only  then 
can  we  anticipate  to  true  bless¬ 
ing  God  has  m  store  for  us. 

Young  is  the  director  of  the 
Sunday  School  Dept,  at  the 
MBCB  in  Jackson. 
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Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge. 
A  King  James  Version  Bible 
verse  has  been  encoded  by  let¬ 
ter  substitution.  The  same  letter 
is  substituted  throughout  the 
puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error. 
Answer  to  last  week's  puzzle: 
Psalm  8:1 


Moore  holds  firm;  critics  question  strategy 


MONTGOMERY,  Ala.  (BP) 
—  Facing  a  federal  court  order 
and  an  approaching  deadline, 
Alabama  Chief  Justice  Roy 
Moore  said  Aug.  14  he  will  not 
order  die  Ten  Commandments 
display  removed  from 
the  rotunda  of  the  state's 
judicial  building  and 
will  appeal  the  case  to 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

US.  District  Judge 
Myron  Thompson  issued 
an  order  Aug.  5  to  have 
the  5,280-pound  display 
removed  by  Aug.  20,  but 
Moore  said  in  the  news 
conference  that  to  do  so 
would  be  eaual  to 
ing  God.  He  sa 
would  file  an  appeal 
the  Supreme  Court  to 
halt  Thompson's  order. 

"I  have  no  intention 
of  removing  the  monu¬ 
ment  of  the  Ten 
Commandments  and 
the  moral  foundation  of 
our  law,"  Moore  said. 

"To  do  so  would 
effect  be  a  disestablish¬ 
ment  of  the  justice  sys¬ 
tem  of  this  state.  This  I 
cannot  and  will  not  do." 

Moore  added  that 
the  "question  is  not 
whether  I  will  move  the 
monument.  It  is  not  a  ques¬ 
tion  of  whether  I  will  disobey 
or  obey  a  court  order."  Rather, 
he  said,  the  "real  question  is 
whether  or  not  I  will  deny  the 
God  that  created  us  and 
endowed  us  with  certain 
inalienable  rights  and  among 
these  are  life,  liberty  and  the 
pursuit  of  happiness." 


Moore  faces  fines  if  the 
monument  is  not  removed.  A 
rally  to  support  Moore  was 
held  Aug.  16,  drawing  thou¬ 
sands  ofpeople  from  as  far 
away  as  California. 


Ten  Commandments  in  Montgomery, 


Barry  Lynn,  executive 
director  of  Americans  United 
for  Separation  of  Church  and 
State,  said  in  a  statement  that 
Moore  "clearly  wants  to  cre¬ 
ate  a  media  circus." 

"It's  time  to  shut  down  the 
performance,"  Lynn  said.  "If 
Judge  Moore  can't  in  good  con¬ 
science  comply  with  a  lawful 


federal  court  order,  he  ought  to 
resign.  We  will  take  whatever 
steps  are  necessary  to  see  that  the 
federal  court  order  is  enforced." 

Meanwhile,  Jay  Sekulow, 
founder  of  foe  American  Center 
for  Law  and  Justice  who 
argued  cases  before 
the  U.ST Supreme  Court  in 
behalf  of  religious  liberty, 
voiced  a  second  opinion 
Aug.  15  questioning  foe 
legal  strategy  of  Moore 
and  his  legal  team. 

Sekulow,  on  his  Aug. 
15  syndicated  radio 
broadcast,  expressed 
doubt,  "legally  speaking, 
that  Moore  is  correct  here, 
legally  speaking." 

"...I  support  foe  display 
of  the  Ten 

Commandments.  I  think  it 
is  foe  Western  foundation 
of  law  [and]  clearly  dis¬ 
played  at  foe  Supreme 
Court  building  of  foe 
United  States,"  said 
Sekulow,  before  noting  that 
Moore's  stance  "is  going  to 
require  a  constitutional 
showdown  in  Alabama." 

The  federal  appeals 
court  issued  a  ruling  July 
1  unanimously  backing  a 
4la  federal  district  judge's 

ruling  against  the  5,280- 
popnd  granite  monument  of 
foe  Ten  Commandments  and 

other  historical  documents 

E laced  in  foe  judicial  building 
y  Moore's  orders  in  2001. 

In  an  Aug.  14  news  confer¬ 
ence,  Moore  said  he  will  not 
have  foe  monument  removed. 

Two  additional  avenues  of 
appeal  "should  have  gone  for¬ 


ward,"  Sekulow  said  on  .  his 
national  broadcast. 

First,  there  should.have  been 
a  request  for  a  rehearing 
involving  foe  entire  11th 
Circuit  of  Appeals  of  foe  July  1 
ruling  issued  oy  a  panel  of  sev¬ 
eral  of  its  members.  That 
rehearing  process,  Sekulow 
said,  would  have  "taken  a 
number  of  months." 

Second,  if-  Moore  lost  the 
appeal,,  he  then  could  have 
appealed  to  foe  Supreme  Court. 

v What's  happened  here," 
Sekulow  said,  ''is  that  Judge 
Moore  and  his  lawyers  have 
decided  to  not  take  foe  usual 
route  ...  but  rather  [are]  going 
for  a  review  directly  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  foe  United 
States,  and  they  did  not  ask 
for  a  stay  of  the  order  pend¬ 
ing  appeal,  which  would 
have  allowed  the  Ten 
Commandments  monument 
to  stay.  Normally,  these  stays 
are  given  pretty  routinely," 
Sekulow  said. 

It  now  "puts  foe  state  of 
Alabama  in  a  very  difficult 
position,"  he  said,  "because 
they  are  technically  and  legally 
violating  a  duly  authorized^ fea- 
eral  court  order  from  foe  11th 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  that 
they  did  not  ask  to  be  stayed." 

*1  intend  to  uphold  my 
oath  to  foe  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  as  well  as  the 
constitution  of  the  State  of 
Alabama,"  Moore  said.  "I 
have  maintained  foe  rule  of 
law.  I  have  been  true  to  foe 
oath  of  my  office.  I  can  do  no 
more,  ana  I  will  do  no  less,  so 
help  me  God." 


First  person:  Leaving  new  friends  proves  difficult 


ByE 

BSU 


summer  missionary 


Final  in  a  series 


It's  always  bittersweet  when 
another  page  of  life  is  turned. 
This  weex  was  full  of  goodbye 
parties  and  thank-you  girts 
before  I  head  back  to  Mississippi 
College  for  my  senior  year. 

The  congregation  of  Eastside 
Church  held  a  "missionary 
appreciation  party"  for  my 
team  this  week.  We  shared 


one  last  time.  That  evening,  I 
was  asked  to  share  not  only 
some  of  my  experiences  of  foe 
summer,  but  also  what  the  Lord 
has  taught  me  through  them. 
I'm  sure  that  I  will  not  fully 
process  every  lesson  I  have 
learned  until  1  get  home,  but  as 
I  reflected  on  some  of  foe  high¬ 
lights  I  couldn't  help  but  smile. 

I  have  been  stretched  and 
challenged;  I  have  been  down 
in  foe  valley  and  up  on  foe 
mountain  top.  I  have  never  been 
more  out  of  my  comfort  zone 
than  when  I  was  on  our  back¬ 


packing  trips,  but  that  is  when  I 
learned  wnat  it  means  to  be 


fully  dependent  on  foe  Lord. 

I  dian't  trek  through  foe 
mountains  to  prove  that  1  could 
cross  a  river  on  a  log,  that  I  could 
physically  endure  a  25-mile  hike 
with  40  extra  pounds  on  my 
back,  or  that  1  could  escape 
a  forest  fire.  I  began  foe 
adventure  hoping  mat  the 
teenagers  who  were  with 
me  would  see  God  in  all  of 
his  splendor  and  learn  what 
leaning  on  his  strength,  and 
not  our  own,  can  do. 

When  you  fully  commit 
to  obey  God's  call,  fasten 
your  seatbelt  and  hold  on 
tight  because  foe  ride  of 
your  life  is  about  to  begin! 
Even  during  my  last  week 
of  service  in  Idaho,  I  have 
seen  God  work  two  mira¬ 
cles.  First,  I  was  reminded  of 
what  a  small  world  we  live 
in  when  a  family  moved  to 
town  from  Brandon.  As  I 
began  talking  with  them 
ana  spending  time  with 
their  two  sons,  it  was  remarkable 
to  see  how  God  had  allowed  our 
paths  to  cross  at  just  the  right 
time.  At  a  moment  when  I  was 
needing  foe  familiar  comforts  of 
foe  South,  they  were  needing  foe 
thing  as  they  try  to  adjust 
ew  fife 


other  side  of  foe  country. 

The  other  miracle  I  saw  was 
when  we  had  a  slumber  party 
for  foe  Girls  in  Action  group  at 
affoe  girls 


foe  church,  and  some  ol 


Church  of  Latter  Day  Saints  is  a 
challenge,  but  we  were  able  to  R 
share  the  Gospel  that  night. 

In  Idaho  alone,  foe  need  for  m 
missionaries  is  immense.  Every 
talent  of  mine  that  was  dis¬ 
covered  was  put  to  use  this 
summer.  I  did  things  that  I 
never  imagined  I  would  do 
and  things  I  will  probably 
never  do  again,  but  I  am 
heading  bade  to 
knowing  that  I  was  in 
center  of  God's  will,  and 
there  is  no  better  feeling. 

I  sense  an  urgency  like  I 
never  have  before  for 
America  to  fall  in  love  with 
Jesus.  The  harvest  is  plentiful, 
but  the  workers  are  few.  I've 
heard  it  said  like  this:  "The 
Christian  walk  is  like  a  foot¬ 
ball  game:  there  are  a  few 
people  on  the  field  dying  for 
rest,  and  thousands  in  foe 
stands  dying  for  exercise." 


same 
to  a  new 


and  culture  on  foe 


Harms 

brought  their  Mormon  friends. 
The  only  logical  reason  I  can 
come  up  with  as  to  why  their 
parents  allowed  them  to  come  is 
that  God  wanted  them  there. 
Taking  a  stand  for  foe  one  true 
Jesus  here,  in  a  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try  that  is  dominated  by  foe 


Harms  is  a  Mississippi  Baptist 
Student  Union  (BSU)  summer  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Idaho.  She  is  a  student  at 
Baptist-affiliated  Mississippi  College 
in  Clinton.  BSU  summer  missionar¬ 
ies  raise  their  own  funds  for  summer 
missions,  and  are  supported  admin- 
5  to  the  Mis: 


•Mississippi 


ram. 
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